
MEMORANDUM	
  
TO:	
  Faculty	
  Curriculum	
  Committee	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
COPY	
  TO:	
  	
  Dean	
  Raymond	
  Pierce	
  
FROM:	
  Justice	
  Robert	
  F.	
  Orr	
  
RE:	
  Proposed	
  Center	
  for	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution	
  to	
  be	
  located	
  at	
  NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
DATE:	
  19	
  August	
  2011	
  
	
  
OBJECTIVE:	
  	
  
Create	
  a	
  Center	
  for	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution	
  at	
  NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
	
  
BENEFITS	
  OF	
  CENTER	
  AT	
  NCCU	
  LAW:	
  

1. Strengthens	
  academic	
  production	
  through	
  research	
  and	
  writing	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution.	
  
2. Provides	
  public	
  attention	
  through	
  programs	
  and	
  collaboration	
  with	
  the	
  School	
  of	
  

Government,	
  elected	
  officials,	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Bar.	
  	
  
a. The	
  School	
  of	
  Government	
  is	
  charged	
  among	
  other	
  duties	
  with	
  working	
  with	
  and	
  

training	
  elected	
  officials	
  at	
  the	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  level	
  on	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  legal	
  and	
  
constitutional	
  responsibilities.	
  	
  They	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  faculty	
  focused	
  exclusively	
  on	
  
this	
  area	
  but	
  instead	
  draw	
  in	
  existing	
  faculty	
  expertise	
  on	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  subjects	
  and	
  
hopefully	
  have	
  them	
  adequately	
  incorporate	
  state	
  constitutional	
  concepts	
  and	
  
requirements.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  talked	
  with	
  Professor	
  Aimee	
  Wall	
  at	
  the	
  SOG,	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  
excited	
  about	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  drawing	
  on	
  NC	
  Constitutional	
  expertise	
  from	
  the	
  
proposed	
  Center	
  and	
  from	
  the	
  faculty	
  at	
  NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  to	
  assist	
  them	
  in	
  
carrying	
  out	
  their	
  mission.	
  

3. Results	
  in	
  a	
  one-­‐of-­‐a-­‐kind	
  program	
  that	
  has	
  no	
  in-­‐state	
  competition	
  and	
  sets	
  up	
  a	
  
national	
  model	
  for	
  other	
  states.	
  
a.	
  	
  	
  	
  Several	
  law	
  schools	
  around	
  the	
  country	
  have	
  small	
  programs	
  that	
  emphasize	
  state	
  

constitutional	
  law	
  with	
  Rutgers	
  being	
  the	
  most	
  established	
  and	
  prominent.	
  	
  This	
  
program	
  or	
  center	
  can	
  be	
  explored	
  on	
  the	
  Rutgers	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  website	
  at	
  the	
  
Camden	
  campus.	
  	
  The	
  Rutgers	
  focus	
  is	
  nationwide	
  with	
  a	
  far	
  greater	
  program	
  scope	
  
than	
  the	
  one	
  proposed	
  at	
  Central.	
  	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  useful	
  to	
  collaborate,	
  however,	
  and	
  
exchange	
  visits	
  and	
  information	
  with	
  Rutgers	
  and	
  with	
  other	
  law	
  schools	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  
focus	
  in	
  these	
  other	
  schools	
  is	
  the	
  federal	
  constitution	
  (for	
  example	
  Stanford	
  School	
  
of	
  Law).	
  

4. Allows	
  for	
  collaborative	
  approach	
  with	
  NCCU	
  Department	
  of	
  History	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  Law	
  
School’s	
  Civil	
  Rights	
  and	
  Constitutional	
  Law	
  concentration.	
  
a. There	
  is	
  currently	
  no	
  central	
  repository	
  for	
  information	
  and	
  documents	
  relating	
  to	
  

the	
  development	
  and	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  N.C.	
  Constitution.	
  	
  Working	
  with	
  the	
  NCCU	
  
History	
  Department,	
  I	
  would	
  envision	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  practical	
  and	
  scholarly	
  efforts	
  to	
  
make	
  NCCU	
  the	
  primary	
  location	
  for	
  information	
  and	
  access	
  to	
  documents	
  relating	
  
to	
  state	
  constitutional	
  development.	
  

b. The	
  Law	
  School	
  currently	
  has	
  a	
  concentration	
  in	
  Civil	
  Rights	
  and	
  Constitutional	
  Law	
  
as	
  part	
  of	
  its	
  curriculum,	
  and	
  this	
  Center	
  would	
  simply	
  add	
  an	
  important	
  state	
  
constitutional	
  law	
  component	
  to	
  it.	
  	
  An	
  important	
  scholarly	
  aspect	
  of	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  compare	
  state	
  constitutional	
  rights	
  with	
  those	
  afforded	
  under	
  the	
  
federal	
  constitution.	
  	
  As	
  we	
  know,	
  the	
  state	
  cannot	
  guarantee	
  a	
  lesser	
  degree	
  of	
  



rights	
  to	
  its	
  citizens	
  than	
  that	
  afforded	
  under	
  the	
  US	
  Constitution	
  but	
  can	
  grant	
  
greater	
  rights.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  extraordinarily	
  open	
  area	
  for	
  study	
  and	
  commentary.	
  

	
  
5. Provides	
  a	
  unique	
  fundraising	
  focus	
  for	
  the	
  Law	
  School	
  and	
  the	
  Center.	
  

a. Start	
  up	
  funding	
  (with	
  potential	
  for	
  long	
  term	
  funding)	
  by	
  the	
  Pope	
  Foundation.	
  
b. 150th	
  Anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  adoption	
  of	
  the	
  1868	
  NC	
  Constitution	
  in	
  7	
  years	
  provides	
  a	
  

marketing	
  tool	
  and	
  long-­‐range	
  goal	
  for	
  fundraising.	
  
c. As	
  a	
  law	
  school	
  at	
  an	
  HBC,	
  the	
  important	
  role	
  of	
  African-­‐American	
  delegates	
  to	
  the	
  

1868	
  Constitutional	
  Convention	
  can	
  be	
  utilized	
  as	
  a	
  fundraising	
  tool.	
  	
  As	
  indicated	
  in	
  
depth	
  in	
  the	
  attached	
  article,	
  the	
  1868	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Reconstruction	
  Constitutional	
  
Convention	
  had	
  a	
  cadre	
  of	
  African-­‐American	
  delegates.	
  	
  These	
  individuals	
  have	
  
never	
  received	
  the	
  attention	
  or	
  recognition	
  deserved	
  for	
  their	
  important	
  and	
  unique	
  
role	
  in	
  designing	
  the	
  constitutional	
  framework	
  that	
  North	
  Carolina	
  relies	
  on	
  to	
  this	
  
day.	
  	
  With	
  a	
  7-­‐year	
  window	
  to	
  slowly	
  build	
  interest	
  and	
  awareness	
  of	
  the	
  events	
  
surrounding	
  the	
  Convention	
  and	
  the	
  individuals	
  who	
  participated,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  
wonderful	
  opportunity	
  to	
  raise	
  money	
  for	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  projects	
  and	
  programs	
  leading	
  
up	
  to	
  the	
  150th	
  Anniversary.	
  

6. The	
  Center	
  should	
  attract	
  support	
  from	
  a	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  interests	
  including	
  UNC	
  System	
  
President	
  Tom	
  Ross,	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Governors,	
  and	
  the	
  General	
  Assembly.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  
individuals	
  and	
  organizations	
  across	
  the	
  political	
  spectrum	
  should	
  support	
  this	
  effort.	
  

	
  
STRUCTURE	
  OF	
  THE	
  CENTER:	
  

1. One	
  existing	
  faculty	
  member	
  or	
  visiting	
  Professor	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  academic	
  lead	
  with	
  an	
  
expertise	
  in	
  Constitutional	
  Law,	
  preferably	
  state	
  constitutional	
  law	
  should	
  be	
  assigned	
  to	
  
work	
  with	
  the	
  staff.	
  	
  While	
  a	
  faculty	
  slot	
  would	
  not	
  necessarily	
  be	
  devoted	
  to	
  the	
  Center,	
  
I	
  view	
  it	
  as	
  an	
  important	
  long-­‐range	
  opportunity.	
  	
  Ideally,	
  the	
  School	
  should	
  develop	
  
over	
  the	
  next	
  several	
  years	
  a	
  faculty	
  member	
  who	
  would	
  be	
  considered	
  the	
  premier	
  
academic	
  expert	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come.	
  	
  Professor	
  John	
  Sanders,	
  now	
  
retired	
  from	
  the	
  SOG,	
  was	
  the	
  closest	
  academic	
  to	
  be	
  viewed	
  as	
  the	
  expert,	
  sometimes	
  
being	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  the	
  James	
  Madison	
  of	
  NC.	
  	
  While	
  several	
  of	
  us	
  who	
  have	
  served	
  and	
  
currently	
  served	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  have	
  developed	
  over	
  the	
  years	
  a	
  special	
  
interest	
  and	
  expertise	
  in	
  the	
  field,	
  there	
  has	
  been	
  no	
  academic	
  expert	
  to	
  rely	
  on.	
  

2. An	
  executive	
  director	
  should	
  run	
  the	
  programs	
  and	
  the	
  center.	
  The	
  Foundation	
  prefers	
  
(but	
  would	
  not	
  dictate)	
  that	
  the	
  initial	
  executive	
  director	
  be	
  me.	
  I	
  am	
  willing	
  to	
  
undertake	
  this	
  challenge	
  due	
  to	
  my	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  and	
  my	
  long-­‐term	
  involvement	
  
and	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Law	
  School.	
  	
  My	
  CV	
  is	
  attached.	
  	
  The	
  tentative	
  proposal	
  from	
  the	
  
Foundation	
  is	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  devote	
  approximately	
  3/5	
  of	
  my	
  time	
  to	
  the	
  Center	
  to	
  be	
  
funded	
  on	
  a	
  contract	
  basis	
  through	
  Foundation	
  money	
  with	
  the	
  balance	
  of	
  my	
  time	
  to	
  
be	
  as	
  Of	
  Counsel	
  to	
  the	
  Institute	
  and/or	
  a	
  private	
  firm.	
  	
  

3. The	
  staff	
  person	
  is	
  recommended	
  by	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  Cynthia	
  Crowdus	
  who	
  is	
  currently	
  the	
  
Institute’s	
  paralegal	
  but	
  who	
  also	
  has	
  handled	
  website	
  work,	
  communications	
  and	
  
media	
  production.	
  	
  Her	
  CV	
  is	
  also	
  attached,	
  but	
  Cynthia	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  UNC-­‐Charlotte,	
  
has	
  a	
  Masters	
  degree	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  graduate	
  of	
  the	
  Meredith	
  Paralegal	
  program.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  
intimately	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  entire	
  range	
  of	
  educational	
  and	
  legal	
  work	
  the	
  Institute	
  has	
  
been	
  engaged	
  in.	
  



4. I	
  would	
  also	
  anticipate	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  an	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  to	
  help	
  set	
  the	
  priorities	
  for	
  the	
  
Center	
  and	
  perhaps	
  assist	
  in	
  fundraising.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  several	
  Central	
  Law	
  graduates	
  in	
  mind,	
  
plus	
  would	
  perhaps	
  want	
  someone	
  from	
  the	
  Rutgers	
  Center,	
  Professor	
  John	
  Orth	
  at	
  UNC	
  
Law	
  who	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  author	
  on	
  the	
  subject	
  of	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution,	
  Earl	
  I.	
  James	
  from	
  
Archives	
  and	
  History,	
  a	
  representative	
  from	
  the	
  NCCU	
  History	
  Department	
  and	
  at	
  least	
  
one	
  faculty	
  person	
  from	
  the	
  law	
  school.	
  

	
  
FUNDING	
  AND	
  SUPPORT	
  FOR	
  THE	
  CENTER:	
  

1. Support	
  for	
  3-­‐year	
  start-­‐up	
  to	
  pay	
  the	
  staff	
  position;	
  part-­‐time	
  Executive	
  Director;	
  and	
  
initial	
  programming	
  would	
  be	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  Pope	
  Foundation.	
  	
  Currently,	
  the	
  
proposed	
  funding	
  would	
  be	
  3	
  annual	
  grants	
  for	
  $200,000	
  each	
  with	
  $45,000	
  of	
  that	
  
devoted	
  to	
  programming	
  and	
  fund	
  raising.	
  

2. Compensation	
  for	
  any	
  dedicated	
  faculty	
  time;	
  space;	
  and	
  general	
  academic	
  and	
  school	
  
administrative	
  support	
  by	
  NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  the	
  School.	
  	
  
However,	
  the	
  Dean	
  has	
  raised	
  the	
  question	
  about	
  space	
  and	
  whether	
  the	
  Foundation	
  
would	
  fund	
  renovations	
  of	
  a	
  house	
  located	
  near	
  the	
  Law	
  School	
  which	
  would	
  house	
  the	
  
Center.	
  	
  That	
  issue	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  addressed	
  by	
  the	
  Foundation	
  and	
  would	
  probably	
  only	
  
be	
  considered	
  if	
  the	
  School	
  desires	
  to	
  move	
  ahead	
  and	
  establish	
  the	
  Center.	
  

3. Such	
  other	
  fundraising	
  support	
  as	
  can	
  be	
  generated	
  by	
  the	
  Center	
  should	
  be	
  engaged	
  in,	
  
and	
  I	
  would	
  envision	
  an	
  aggressive	
  effort	
  to	
  add	
  financial	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Center	
  from	
  a	
  
broad	
  array	
  of	
  Foundations,	
  the	
  legal	
  profession	
  and	
  individuals.	
  	
  Part	
  of	
  this	
  effort	
  
would	
  be	
  the	
  long-­‐range	
  goal	
  of	
  activities	
  surrounding	
  the	
  150th	
  Anniversary	
  of	
  the	
  1868	
  
Constitution.	
  

	
  
SCOPE	
  OF	
  CENTER’S	
  WORK:	
  

1. Conduct	
  scholarly	
  research	
  on	
  the	
  history	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution	
  and	
  
contemporary	
  issues.	
  

2. Provide	
  educational	
  programs	
  to	
  the	
  academy,	
  legal	
  professionals,	
  and	
  elected	
  officials	
  
across	
  the	
  state	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  Constitution.	
  

3. Be	
  an	
  advisory	
  source	
  on	
  NC	
  Constitutional	
  issues	
  to	
  elected	
  officials.	
  
4. Become	
  the	
  central	
  repository	
  for	
  historical	
  information	
  and	
  records	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  

Constitution,	
  its	
  development,	
  and	
  application.	
  
5. In	
  addition,	
  I	
  will	
  teach	
  a	
  state	
  constitutional	
  law	
  course	
  in	
  the	
  NCCU	
  Law	
  School	
  each	
  

year.	
  
	
  
PLAN	
  OF	
  ACTION:	
  	
  

1. NCCU	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  needs	
  to	
  commit	
  to	
  the	
  concept	
  of	
  the	
  Center	
  and	
  enthusiastically	
  
work	
  to	
  bring	
  it	
  about.	
  

2. Once	
  the	
  internal	
  support	
  is	
  solidified,	
  approval	
  for	
  the	
  concept	
  should	
  be	
  secured	
  from	
  
the	
  University	
  System	
  officials.	
  

3. A	
  specific	
  grant	
  request	
  should	
  be	
  submitted	
  to	
  the	
  Pope	
  Foundation	
  setting	
  out	
  the	
  
funding	
  support	
  needs.	
  

4. A	
  timetable	
  should	
  be	
  developed	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  proposal.	
  









Robert	
  F.	
  Orr	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

3525	
  Carlton	
  Square	
  Place,	
  Raleigh	
  NC	
  27612	
  
2341	
  Ewart	
  Wilson	
  Rd.,	
  Burnsville,	
  NC	
  28714	
  
919-­‐785-­‐1705	
  •	
  919-­‐219-­‐7416	
  (cell)	
  •	
  Orr@ncicl.org

EMPLOYMENT	
  	
  
August	
  2008	
  –	
  Present	
  	
   Executive	
  Director	
  and	
  Senior	
  Counsel	
  for	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  	
  
	
   Institute	
  for	
  Constitutional	
  Law	
  
May	
  2007	
  –	
  August	
  2008	
   Self-­‐employed	
  while	
  candidate	
  for	
  Governor	
  
August	
  2004	
  –	
  April	
  2007	
   Executive	
  Director	
  and	
  Senior	
  Counsel	
  for	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  	
  
	
   Institute	
  for	
  Constitutional	
  Law	
  
January	
  1995	
  –	
  July	
  2004	
   Associate	
  Justice,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  
September	
  1986	
  –	
  December	
  1994	
   Judge,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Court	
  of	
  Appeals	
  
September	
  1975	
  –	
  August	
  1986	
   Private	
  practice	
  of	
  law	
  in	
  Asheville,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
January	
  1981	
  –	
  December	
  1982	
   District	
  Administrative	
  Assistant	
  to	
  Congressman	
  William	
  Hendon	
  
	
  

ELECTIVE	
  OFFICE	
  	
  
1986	
   Appointed	
  to	
  vacancy	
  on	
  the	
  NC	
  Court	
  of	
  Appeals	
  by	
  Gov.	
  James	
  G.	
  

Martin	
  	
  
1988	
   Elected	
  statewide	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Court	
  of	
  Appeals	
  
1992	
  	
   Re-­‐elected	
  statewide	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Court	
  of	
  Appeals	
  
1994	
  	
   Elected	
  statewide	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  
2002	
  	
   Re-­‐elected	
  statewide	
  to	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Supreme	
  Court	
  
	
  

ACADEMIC	
  EXPERIENCE	
  	
  
2009	
  –	
  Present	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Adjunct	
  Professor	
  for	
  North	
  Carolina	
  State	
  Constitution	
  Seminar:	
  

University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
2004	
  –	
  2006	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Adjunct	
  Professor	
  for	
  North	
  Carolina	
  State	
  Constitution	
  Seminar:	
  

University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
2003	
  –	
  2004	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Adjunct	
  Professor	
  for	
  Research	
  and	
  Writing	
  and	
  Appellate	
  Practice:	
  

Campbell	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
1990	
  –	
  2002	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   Adjunct	
  Professor	
  for	
  Appellate	
  Advocacy,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Central	
  

School	
  of	
  Law;	
  also	
  taught	
  two	
  semesters	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  State	
  
Constitutional	
  Law	
  and	
  one	
  summer	
  session	
  of	
  Local	
  Government	
  
Law	
  

1989	
  –	
  1990	
  	
   Instructor	
  in	
  Research	
  and	
  Writing,	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
School	
  of	
  Law	
  

	
  
INVOLVEMENT	
  IN	
  PROFESSIONAL	
  ORGANIZATIONS	
  

• Member,	
  NC	
  Bar	
  Association,	
  Constitutional	
  Rights	
  and	
  Responsibilities	
  Council	
  
• Board	
  of	
  Visitors,	
  NC	
  Central	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  

	
  

INVOLVEMENT	
  IN	
  CIVIC	
  AND	
  COMMUNITY	
  ORGANIZATIONS	
  
• Board	
  of	
  Trustees,	
  UNC-­‐TV	
  
• Board	
  of	
  Directors,	
  YMCA	
  of	
  the	
  Triangle	
  
• Board	
  of	
  Directors,	
  Clemson	
  University’s	
  Hartzog	
  Institute	
  for	
  the	
  Parks	
  
• Mission	
  Committee,	
  St.	
  Michael’s	
  Episcopal	
  Church,	
  Raleigh,	
  NC	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  



PAST	
  INVOLVEMENT	
  IN	
  PROFESSIONAL	
  ORGANIZATIONS	
  	
  
• Member	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  Self	
  Study	
  Commission	
  for	
  American	
  Bar	
  

Association	
  Re-­‐Accreditation	
  
• Vice	
  President,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Bar	
  Association	
  
• Member,	
  the	
  Governor’s	
  Crime	
  Commission	
  
• Member,	
  the	
  Chief	
  Justice’s	
  Actual	
  Innocence	
  Commission	
  
• Co-­‐chairman,	
  the	
  Southeastern	
  Conference	
  on	
  Genetics	
  in	
  the	
  Courtroom	
  
• Various	
  committees	
  of	
  the	
  North	
  Carolina	
  Bar	
  Association	
  
• Speaker	
  and	
  lecturer	
  at	
  various	
  professional	
  CLE	
  programs	
  

	
  

PAST	
  INVOLVEMENT	
  IN	
  CIVIC	
  AND	
  COMMUNITY	
  ORGANIZATIONS	
  
• Chairman	
  and	
  member,	
  the	
  Secretary	
  of	
  the	
  Interior’s	
  National	
  Parks	
  System	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  
• Member,	
  Alexander	
  YMCA’s	
  Board	
  of	
  Advisors,	
  Raleigh,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
• Board	
  of	
  Visitors,	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  at	
  Chapel	
  Hill	
  
• Vice	
  President	
  and	
  board	
  member,	
  the	
  First	
  Tee	
  of	
  the	
  Triangle,	
  Raleigh,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
• YMCA,	
  Salvation	
  Army	
  and	
  City	
  Parks	
  and	
  Recreation	
  youth	
  sports	
  coach,	
  Asheville,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  

and	
  Raleigh,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
• Senior	
  Warden	
  and	
  Vestry	
  member,	
  St.	
  Michael’s	
  Episcopal	
  Church,	
  Raleigh,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  
• President,	
  the	
  Asheville	
  -­‐	
  Buncombe	
  Historic	
  Preservation	
  Society,	
  Asheville,	
  North	
  Carolina	
  

	
  

EDUCATION	
  	
  
1972	
  -­‐	
  1975	
  	
   JD	
  Degree,	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  School	
  of	
  Law	
  
1964	
  -­‐	
  1968,	
  1971	
  	
   AB	
  Degree,	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  at	
  Chapel	
  Hill	
  
	
  

MILITARY	
  	
  
June	
  1968	
  -­‐	
  March	
  1971	
  	
   United	
  States	
  Army	
  
	
  

PERSONAL	
  INFORMATION	
  
Married	
  to	
  Louise	
  W.	
  Orr	
  with	
  four	
  children	
  	
  
	
   Kelly	
  Hollis	
  –	
  AB	
  NC	
  State	
  University,	
  MBA	
  UNC-­‐Chapel	
  Hill	
  
	
   Robert	
  J.	
  Orr	
  –	
  AB	
  UNC-­‐Chapel	
  Hill,	
  MBA	
  Stanford	
  University	
  
	
   William	
  A.	
  Orr	
  –	
  AB	
  College	
  of	
  Charleston,	
  MPH	
  UNC-­‐Chapel	
  Hill	
  
	
   Louise	
  F.	
  Orr	
  –	
  Freshman,	
  Elon	
  University	
  



Cynthia Crowdus 
429 Myrtlewood Court 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27609 
919) 649-4091 

cynthiacrowdus@yahoo.com 
 

 
Professional Experience 

 
The North Carolina Institute for Constitutional Law 
Director of Media                     01/2011-present 
Paralegal                02/2008- 12/2010 
 

• Creating an online newspaper. Designing site; creating content; shooting and editing video 
productions; conducting interviews; editing all content and all media productions. 

• Create and maintain video projects for the organization’s web presence; 
• Develop and manage content for the organization’s website and keep the site current with litigation 

updates and information about key constitutional issues for this organization.  
• Work with Executive Director and Board Members to determine new and creative strategies for 

approaching upcoming communications campaigns; 
• Organize NCICL’s events, from small panel discussions to larger events, including all preparations 

from complete detailed planning to marketing to coordinating; 
• Coordinate speaking engagements for the Senior Staff Attorneys and Executive Director for events or 

meetings across the state.  
• Created and maintain donor database; 
• Worked on direct mail fundraising campaigns; 
• Supervise law clerks, interns, and volunteers; 
• Conduct Press Relations work, including keeping all media informed of the Institute’s activities by 

drafting and sending out press releases and op-eds, staying in contact with journalists who cover 
political or business issues within the state, setting up press interviews for staff attorneys, and 
arranging press conferences; 

• Created NCICL’s media list from scratch. 
• Conduct Communications and Public Relations work; 
• Initiated, created, and distribute a monthly newsletter and maintain distribution lists which I created 

from scratch; 
• Initiated, created and maintain the Institute’s Facebook, Twitter and Youtube accounts; 
• Conduct legal research and work on all legal document preparations and filings for civil constitutional 

litigation at the Superior, Federal, Court of Appeals and Supreme Courts;    
• Attend and facilitate all of the organization’s functions and attend all Board of Directors Meetings.  

 
Gangnam-University of California Riverside, English Teacher (ESL),                                  2004- 2006 
Jackie’s Clinic, a private ESL and Writing Academy, English Teacher (ESL),                               2002-2003 
North Carolina State University, Teaching Assistant (Literature)           

and Lecturer (Rhetoric and Composition),                                                                    1999- 2002 
Wake Technical Community College, English Teacher (ESL),                                                     1999-2002 
Ulsan University and Kyung-Hee University, English Teacher (ESL),                                    1998- 1998 
Craven County Community College, English Teacher and Writing Center Staff,                1997-1998 

• Taught English as a Second Language (ESL), including writing, reading, oral skills, grammar, 
listening, conversation, and critical thinking. 

• Taught Rhetoric and Composition. 
• Chose all texts for all coursework. 
• Created syllabi, assignments, rubrics for evaluation, handouts, exams, and final projects or papers.  
• Set and helped students meet course goals and overall achievement goals. 
• Guided individualized writing skills and taught strategies for effective arguments.   
• Prepared students with language, communication, and cultural awareness skills.  
• Worked with students individually outside of classes as needed. 
• Assessed all student writing and completed all evaluations of students. 
• Worked continually on new strategies for improving language courses. 
• Worked with Directors to create effective courses for the school or department. 
• Worked as writing staff in on-campus writing center. 
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Coldwell Banker Howard Perry and Walston (HPW) 
Real Estate Broker 
2006-2008 (no longer with HPW but keep an active license) 

• Worked with both buyers and sellers of real estate in the state of North Carolina.   
• Continually stay abreast of new laws and regulations and complete all required Continuing Education 

coursework.  
Volunteer Experience 

 
Frankie Lemmon School and Developmental Center,                                                                     2007-2008 

• Volunteered weekly. 
• Worked with Special Needs Teachers to facilitate student learning and development. 
• Assisted students with varying activities from motor skill development to reading to peer interaction. 
• Assisted with the Triangle Wine Experience, a Frankie Lemmon Foundation Benefit. 

 
Volunteer ESL Tutor,                                                                                                                                       2006-2011 

• Teach individuals from abroad who had a need for English language acquisition. 
• Develop a schedule and strategy for learning that suited the level and needs of each student. 

 
Team Organizer,                                                                                                                                                  2009-2011 

• Acted as Team Captain for the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. 
 

Education 
 

North Carolina State University  Master of Arts in English 2003 
Raleigh, North Carolina   
 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte  Bachelor of Arts in English 1997 
Charlotte, North Carolina   
 
Meredith College, Paralegal Program  Post-Baccalaureate Certificate,  2008 
ABA- Approved and North Carolina State Bar 
Qualified Paralegal Program 

  

Raleigh, North Carolina   
 

Technical Proficiencies 
 
Microsoft Office Suite, Adobe Photoshop, Lexis-Nexis, Westlaw 

 
References 

 
Justice Robert F. Orr 
Executive Director and Senior Counsel 
The North Carolina Institute for Constitutional Law 
333 East Six Forks Road, Suite 180 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
Email: orr@ncicl.org 
919.838.5313 (w), 919.219.7416 (c) 
 

David Propst 
Director  
Gang Nam-University of California Riverside (formerly) 
The American Language Center of Marrakesh (currently) 
3, Impasse du Moulin. Guéliz. Marrakesh   
Email: propstdavid@yahoo.com, davidpropst@mtds.com 
0 524 44 72 59 (w) 
(Note: The country code for Morocco is 212, and the city 
code is 04.) 
 

Susan Holbrook 
Broker in Charge and Manager 
Coldwell Banker Howard Perry and Walston 
5000 Falls of Neuse Road, Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
Email: HolbrookS@hpw.com 
919.877.8880 (w), 919.649.6722 (c) 
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